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St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews
11:9-10; 32-40

Prokeimenon. Mode 4
Daniel 3.26,27

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.

Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

The reading is from
St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in
a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundation,
whose builder and maker is God.

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise
again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the
world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth.

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.




IIpog ‘Efpaiovg 11:9-10, 32-40

IIpokeipevov. ' Hyog o'
Aavii 3.26-27

Evloyntog i, Kopie, 6 Ocog 1édv Hatépov quav.
Yriy. "0t dikonog 1 £mi Tdoy, oig émoinoag Npuiv.
[1poc ‘EBpaiovg 11:9-10, 32-40 10 dvayvoopua

Adelpoi, iotel mapmxnoey APpadu €ic v yijv g émayyeiiog
d)g ardlotpiav, &v GKnvaTg Kon:oucﬁsag uat(‘x Toadx xoi ’Ioucc‘oB
TV cmylcknpovopmv iila snayyahag gaila ommg 8&868)(810 Yop rnv
TOVG Gsus}»lovg gyovoav TOAV, MG TEYVITNG KOi Snulovpyog 0
G)sog Kai 11 11 Aéym; Emkat\ya YOp he dumyovuevov 0 xpovog
nepi ['ededdv, BapaK TE Koi Eau\u(ov kol ‘TepOde, Aowid te Kol
YopovnA Kol T®V TpoenTdv, ol 010 TIoTEMG KOTNY®OVIGHVTO
Baocwieloc, eipydoavio OkowooOvny, Emétvyov  EmayyeMdv,
Eppacav otouoto Aedviav, &cPecav ovvouy mopds, EQuyov
otépato poyaipag, Eveduvaumnooyv and dobeveiog, &ysvrionoav
ioyvpol &év moAéuw, mapepPordc Exivav arlotpiov: Elafov
yovoikeg €5 AVaoTAGEMC TOLG VEKPOUS avTOV' GAAOL O
grounaviocdnoav, o0 mpocodeEhuevol TV AmOALTPOOLY, Tval
KPEITTOVOG  AVaoTACE®MG TUYWOLY: ETEPOl O0& EUMOYUDV Koi
nootiyov melpav  ElaPov, €11 0& deoUdV Kol QLAOKRC
gEMBaoOnoav, EmnpicOnoav, én&pdc@ncow &v (pévco poyaipog
anébavov, meptijAbov &v unkmraig, Y ouyswtg 88puacw
Ucrspouusvm Ohﬁoua\/m Koucouxouusvm OV 00K TV aﬁtog 0
Kocmog, &V spn piong Thaved uevot Kai Opect Koi cmn}»ouotg Kol Taig
onoug rng vfic. Koi o0tot mévteg uaprvpnesvrsg ol g mcrsmg
oVKk gkopicavto TNV enayyeiiov, To0 Oeod mepl NUAOV KPEITTOHV TU
TpofAEyaUEVOL, Tva U YoPig UV TEAEIMODOT.




The Gospel
According to Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father
of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father
of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa,
and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram
the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of
Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and
Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father
of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud
the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father
of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation
to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be
called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.




‘Ex t00 Kota Mot0aiov 1:1-25
Evayyeliov 10 Avayvooua

Biphog yevécseme ‘Incod Xpiotod, viod Aovid viod "ABpadu. "APpadp Eyévvnoe
tov Toadk, Ioadk o0& €yévvnoe 1ov lokadf, Takop 8¢ éyévvnoe tov "Tovdav kol
TOVG AdEAPOVG avToD, Tovdag 08 €yévvnaoe Tov Dapeg Kai TOV Zopd €K THS Odauap,
Dapéc 08¢ éyévvnoe tOv Eopop, Eopop o0& éyévvnoe tov "Apbu, "Apap d¢
gyévvnoe tOv "Apwvadap, TApwvadap o6& €yévvnoe tov Noocoohv, Noocowv O
éyévvnca oV Eaku(bv Z(xku(bv 0¢ &yévvnoe OV Bobf; &K rﬁg 'Pax(xB Boo( 8¢
ayavvnca Tov QPN €k i "Povb, QBnS 0¢ aysvvncs tov 'lecoai, ‘lecoai 6
sysvvncs OV Aowid ToV Bact?»sa Aavid 8¢ 6 Bact?»svg 878\/\/1108 OV Zo?»ouo)vu €K
g tod Ovpiov, Toropadv 8¢ €yévvnoe 1ov ‘PoPodap, ‘PoPoap ¢ &yévvnoe tov
"ABud, TAPa 6 €yévvnoe 1oV TAcd, TAcd 0¢ £yévvnoe tov locaedrt, locapat 6&
gyévwnoe 10ov lopay, Topap 8¢ €yévvnoe tov 'Oliav, 'Ollag o¢ &yévvnoe tOV
Toabay, Toabopn 6¢ €yévvnoe tov "Ayal, "Axal 8¢ &yévvnoe tov Elexiav,
"Elexiag 0¢ éyévvnoe 10v Movacot], Mavaootig 0& €yévvnoe tov “Apav, "Aucdv 8¢
gyévynoe 10v lociav, lociag 6& £yévvnoe tov “leyoviav Kol To0g AdEAPOVS aDTOD
émi TG petokeoiog Bapvidvoc.

Merta 8¢ v petowkesiov Bapuidvog lexoviag €yévvnoe tov ZodadmA, Zorodmi
0¢ &yévwvmoe tov ZopoPaPel, ZopoPaPed o6& €yévvnoe tov ~APovd, "APovd o8
gyévvnoe 1ov 'Elaxeip, "Elaxeip 6¢ €yévvnoe 1ov "Alop, "Alwp 8¢ €yévvnoe tov
Yadwk, Xadmk o0& yévvnoe Tov ~Ayein, “Ayxeipn o0& €yévvnoe tov "EModd, "EAovd
0¢ €yévvnoe t0v EAledlap, 'EAealop 6¢ &yévvnoe tov Matbav, Matbav 6¢
gyévvnoe tOv ’IaK(bB Taxop 0¢ éyévvnoe tOV ’Imcsﬁ(p OV (’ivépa Mopiag, é& il
gyevvnon Incsovg 0 Xsyousvog Xptctog Mool ovv ai ysvsou ano “APpadap smg
Aavid yeveai SSKarscsGapsg, Kol 4md Aavid Eog TG usromsctag BOLBUM)VOQ ysvsou
dekatéooapec, Kol OGmo Thg petokesiog Bapvidvog &wg tod Xpiotod yeveoi
JEKATEGGUPEG.

Tob 82 "Incod Xpiotod 1 yévvnoic obtmg fv. pvnotevdeiong yop tiig pntpog odtod
Mopiog @ ‘loone, mpiv 1| cvvelBelv avdtovg €Opébn &v yaotpl &povca €k
[Tvebpatog “Ayiov. loone 8¢ 0 dvip avthig, dikawog dv kol un 0EAwv avtnv
napadetypatioat, EBovAnon Aabpa dmoidoar avTv. Tadta 6& owtod EvBuunBévtog
000 dyyehog Kvpiov xat’ dvop €pdvn avt®d Aéyov: Toone vidog Aavid, un
eoPfnOfig maparafelv Mapiap v yovdikd cov: TO yop €v ovTh Yevvnbev Ex
[Mvedpatdc oty “Ayiov. té€eton 6€ LIOV Kol KaAéselg 10 dvopa avtod Incodv:
a0TOC YOP CAOCEL TOV AAOV 0OTOD GO TOV AUaPTIAV oT®V. TodTo 0 dAov yéyovev
tva Tnpwdi 10 pndev vmo tod Kvpiov S 100 mpoertov Afyovtog 160V 1)
napOévog €v yootpl €€l kol TéEeTon vidV, Kol KOAEGOLGL TO Ovopa avTOD
"Eppavouni, 6 éott pebepunvevdpevov ued’ fudv 6 Osoc. Aeyepbeic 0¢ 6 "loone
4o Tod Hmvov Emoincev Mg Tpocétatey avTd O dyyelog Kvpiov kol mapélafe tnv
yovaike ovtod, kol oOK £yivowokev avtnv €mg ov &teke TOV VIOV OOTHG TOV
TPOTOTOKOV, Kol EkbAece TO Gvopa avtod Incodv.
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HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrection Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb by the Jews, and the soldiers guarding did
watch o'er Your pure and sacred body, O Savior, the third day You arose and unto all the
world did You give life! Whereby all the heavenly powers did proclaim that You are the
giver of life. Glory unto our resurrected Christ, glory unto Your kingdom, glory to Your
dispensation, O You Who alone loves all!

Tod AiBov cppayisbévioc Vo TV Tovdainy, Kol GTPATIOTOV PLAACCOVIOV TO dYPUVIOV
00V GO, GVEGTNG TPIMUEPOS ZMTP, SOPOVLLEVOS TM KOGU® TNV {onv. Aw TodTo ol
Avvapelg Tdv ovpavdv EROmv 6ol Zmodota: Ad&a t1] dvactdoel cov XpioTé, 60&a i
Baoiieig cov, 06&a 1] oikovopig Gov, pove DAavOpome.

For the Forefeast

O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is opened unto all. And be ready, Ephrata, for the Tree of life
has in the grotto blossomed forth from the Virgin. Indeed her womb is shown to be
spiritually a Paradise, in which is found the God-planted Tree. And if we eat from it we
shall live, and shall not die, as did Adam of old. Christ is born, so that He might raise up
the formerly fallen image.

‘Etowpnalov Bnoreép, fjvowctan ndow 1 'Edép. Evtpenilov Eppabd, 1 10 Eblov tig {ofic,
&v 1@ Zaniaio eEnvOnoeyv ék tiic [apbévov. [apddeicog kai yap, 1 Ekeivng yaotp,
8detyOn vontoc, &v O 10 Bglov PuTV, 8E 01 Paydvteg (ioouev, ovyi 8¢ dg O Addp
tebvn&opeba. Xpiotog yevvaral, TNV Tpiv TECOVCAV, AVASTHCMV KOV,

For the Forefathers

Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith! The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as
they stood in the fountain of fire, as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel
appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they were sheep. At their entreaties, O Christ God,
save our souls.

Meydho. ta tii¢ TioTems Katopbmpota! "Ev Tf] i tiig eAoydg, ®g £ml HOATOG AVOTONGENDG,
ot Gytot Tpeig [Maideg ydAhovto, kal 6 TpoPTNg Aavinid, Ae6VTOV OV, OC TPOPATMOV
€deikvurto. Talg avtdv ikesiong Xpote 6 @edc, OGOV TAG YLy oG TUDV.

Apolytikion for the Church in the Plagal First Mode

Like a most fruitful olive tree you did blossom forth in the folds of the Lord, Sophia, martyr
most pious! And to Christ you did bring sweetest fruit: the tender sprouts of your womb
through divine martyrdom, Agape, along with Hope and Faith, the God-minded with whom
do you pray to God for all of us.

Advent Kontakion in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to give birth to the pre-eternal Word in an
ineffable manner. Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. Glorify along with
Angels and with the shepherds Him who willed that He appear as a newborn Child, the pre-
eternal God.

‘H Iapbévog onuepov, Tov mpoatdviov Adyov, &v Zaniain Epyetal, GmToTEKELV AmopPNTOC.
Xopeve 1) olkovpévn akovticbeica, d6Eacov petd Ayyéhmv kol t@v owévov, fovinbévia
EmoOijvar, [Todiov véov, 1OV mpo aidvov Ocov.
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Sunday—December 22, 2024

Memorial
Evan Michael Dentes (1 Year)

Trisagion
Panagiota (Porta) Quinlan (30 Years)

MAY THEIR MEMORY BE ETERNAL




JOIN US TODAY
FOR COFFEE HOUR

@5\33\3 CIITETIITES @ﬁm@mﬁmﬁm@ﬁ
a}

S

COFFEE HOUR TODAY &

Sponsored by the Family

In Memory of
Evan Michael Dentes
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A special thank you to the following members
of our community who have volunteered
to donate their time today to serve coffee:

Effie Weismore & Anthoula Malelis




Church Services & Events
for Today & the Upcoming Week

Today ~ Sunday Before Nativity

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

YOUTH ORCHESTRA
during Coffee Hour
GOYA Meeting

Tuesday ~ December 24, 2024
CHRISTMAS EVE
9:00 am Royal Hours for Nativity

6:00 pm Vesperal Liturgy for Nativity
Followed by Christmas Carols

Wednesday ~ December 25, 2024
CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Nativity of Jesus Christ

Thursday ~ December 26, 2024
6:00 pm Choir Practice

Saturday ~ December 28, 2024
5:00 pm Great Vespers
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GOYA

Christmas Basket
Raftle

Drawing will be TODAY

1 Ticket for 1 Dollar
3 Tickets for 5 Dollars
Arms Length 10 Dollars

&#&#ﬁﬁ#ﬁ

FETETE 69696 96 36 56 96 16 96 56
R TITTTN0
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PHILO-SOPHIA
BOOKSTORE

Consider shopping
at our Bookstore
for your
Christmas Gift giving

We offer an assortment
of Icons, Books
& Religious Items

The Bookstore
is open on Sundays
after Church Services

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT .

Includes the
Centennial Celebration
in words and photos!

Only $40

Now available
in the Church Bookstore
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! Save The Date |§’[ >

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, |

AHEPA & Philoptochos

JOINTLY SPONSOR

Weinter Weorndevlarnd 2025

HELLENIC DANCE

Live Music provided by The Aegeans

|

| Saturday—January 11, 2025
| 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm
|

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Church
325 Waring Road
Syracuse, New York 13224

Check out the Nepsis for instructions
for reservations using Ticket Leap
or Cash & Check (payable to Philoptochos)

ATTIRE IS BUSINESS CASUAL

Adults 21 and older—3$65.00 /Person
Ages 13-20 years—$25.00 /Person
12 years and under—Free

All-inclusive Ticket Prices include:
Hors d’oeuvres, Full Greek Style Buffet,

Open Bar (Beer, Wine, Soda),
Dessert, Cofjee & Tea i Reservation & Payment
Catered by the Garden View Diner DEADLINE

by December 31, 2024
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METROPOLIS
OF DETROIT

OF THE METROPOLIS pray give

) FRIENDS it 2 9P

grow

2024 END-OF-YEAR REVIEW AND APPEAL

When you support the Friends of the
Metropolis campaign, you are part of a
greater outreach that proclaims with one
universal voice that God is truly our hope
and our rock of salvation.

Because of your devotion to the Friends
program, ministries and programs are
implemented on a Metropolis-wide basis

which strengthen and enhance our faith and

our joint ministry of service. | would like to
invite you to join forces with the faithful
throughout the Metropolis of Detroit in
support of the ministries which are part of
the Office of the Metropolitan.

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

The Friends of the Metropolis are crucial to
the continued support of our Outreach and
Evangelism Committee, whose goal is to
help others "Discover Orthodoxy" through
outreach, education, community, and love.

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

The Friends of the Metropolis generously
support all of the Metropolis Youth and Young
Adult Ministry efforts, including regional retreats,
parish ministry and youth worker support, the
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, and

three Metropolis summer camps.

HELLENIC COLLEGE HOLY CROSS

Thanks to the Friends of the Metropolis, the
Metropolis annually provides support to its
students at Hellenic College Holy Cross. In
addition, the Metropolis was able to donate
$25,000 to support the incredibly important
institution of our Orthodox Church.

Thanking you for your kind and generous
response, | remain, with paternal blessings
and prayers,

+NICHOLAS

Metropolitan of Detroit

MORE INFO AT:
WWW.DETROIT.GOARCH.ORG/FRIENDS

..O..OO...O..O...Q..........OO.....OO...O..OO...Q.O0.0....‘O......‘..O.....O.%

DCREDIT CARD DCHECK DMONEY ORDER

NAME

ADDRESS CREDIT CARD NO.

CITYy STATE ZIP EXP. DATE CVC NO.
EMAIL MOBILE NO. TOTAL DONATION IN $

PARISH NAME CITY/STATE SIGNATURE

Make checks payable to Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit. Fill out this card and send it with payment to the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit - 2560 Crooks Road - Troy, Ml 48084
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St. Sophia’s Youth Musicians

GOYA & JR. GOYA

& “The Greek Program”

Proudly present a
Holiday Music Performance
during Coffee Hour

Conducted by Adam Carkey
Baldwinsville High School Orchestra Director

PN NR
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Santa is coming
to St. Sophia's...

TODAY....
during
Coffee Hour
in the
Gymnasium

Come join us for the

holiday musical performance
and enjoy hot cocoa and cookies
with Santa afterwards



CHRISTMAS
SERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
9:00 AM ROYAL HOURS FOR NATIVITY

6:00 PM VESPERAL LITURGY FOR NATIVITY
FOLLOWED BY CHRISTMAS CAROLS

CHRISTMAS DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
9:00 AM ORTHROS
10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY
NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST




